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AFRICAN CENTER OF EXCELLENCE (ACE) 
FOR CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE AND 
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

The recently established Africa Center of Excellence for Climate 
Smart Agriculture and Biodiversity Conservation (Climate SABC) 
at Haramaya University in Ethiopia, with financial support from 
the World Bank, provides a new opportunity for African students 
to enroll in a transdisciplinary post-graduate study conducted by 
a truly global faculty in one of the following programs:

1. MSc in Climate Smart Agriculture
2. MSc in Biodiversity Conservation and Ecosystem Management
3. PhD in Climate Smart Agriculture and Biodiversity Conserva-

tion



Background 
Haramaya University is a pre-eminent institution of 
higher learning in Ethiopia. It pioneered the field of ag-
ricultural sciences and the provisioning of the tripartite 
functions of education, research, and extension in the 
country.

Early establishment of the university has a notable his-
torical perspective. An agreement was signed between 
the Governments of Ethiopia and the United States of 
America (USA) on 16 May 1952, commissioning Oklaho-
ma State University to initiate and operate an agricul-
tural college in the country that was based on the US 
Land Grant University model to dispense the functions 
of agricultural education, research, and extension na-
tionally. To fulfill this mandate, the new college would 
also conduct research and extend its resultant tech-
nologies through a nation-wide system of agricultural 
research and experimental stations that it would help 
to establish in the country. With these lofty goals and 
mission, the Alemaya College of Agriculture and the 
Mechanical Arts was established in 1954 near the town 
of Haramaya at the small village of Baate. The institu-
tion operated as a College of Agriculture under Addis 
Ababa University up until 1986. Graduate study pro-
grams were launched in several fields of agriculture in 
the 1979/80 academic year with 29 students. In 1987, 
the college was promoted to the level of university by 
the Ethiopian government and given the name Ale-
maya University of Agriculture. In 1996, the Alemaya 



University of Agriculture was re-named Alemaya Uni-
versity with the opening of new faculties hosting new 
disciplines beyond agriculture, including health, edu-
cation, and social sciences, at its Haramaya and Harar 
campuses. In 2006, the name Alemaya University was 
changed to Haramaya University, with the name ‘Hara-
maya’ denoting the original local vernacular name of 
the nearby town where the institution was founded.

Location
At present, the university operates on two campus-
es, namely Haramaya (the main campus) and Harar. 
The main campus is located in the Hararghe Zone of 
the Oromia Regional State in the eastern part of the 
country in Haramaya district, at the distance of about 
510 km from Addis Ababa. The campus is perched on 
a serene hill-side of the village of Baate, about 5 km 
from the nearby town of Haramaya, which is situated 
on the main road connecting the Ethiopian capital, Ad-
dis Ababa with the historical eastern city of Harar. The 
main Harar-Addis Ababa highway branches to the town 
of Dire Dawa northwards at the village of Dangago. The 
university is located at distances of about 25 km from 
Harar and 40 km from Dire Dawa towns, respectively.

Facilities and Amenities
Public transport services to Haramaya, Harar, and Dire 
Dawa, with connections to Addis Ababa and other lo-
calities in the country are available just outside the 
main gates of the university. Travel to and from Addis 



Ababa is also possible by air through the Dire Dawa In-
ternational Airport which is operated by the Ethiopian 
Airlines. Travel by train to and from Dire Dawa to Ad-
dis Ababa is scheduled to begin soon on a brand new 
transnational railway connecting Addis Ababa with the 
port city of Djibouti.  
The main university campus boasts a number of recre-
ational facilities and amenities, including a multi-sport 
stadium, additional sport grounds, shopping centers, 
broadband and wireless internet services, cafeterias 
and lounges, a kindergarten, a model primary and 
secondary school, resource centers, hotel accommo-
dation services, and a few other related facilities. Out-
door shopping facilities and amenities are also avail-
able at Baate, Haramaya, Harar, and Dire Dawa towns. 
Current student and staff populations on the campus 
constitute both Ethiopians and other nationalities. Fur-
ther information can be obtained from the university’s 
website: www.haramaya.edu.et 

Academics
Since its establishment in 1954, the university has ex-
panded its academic and research programs offered, 
numbers of students and staff, and the array of build-
ings and facilities that grace its campuses. The uni-
versity currently runs 194 regular degree programs (22 
PhD, 92 Master’s and 80 Bachelor’s degree programs), 
as well as a number of Continuing, Distance and Sum-
mer Education programs. Total enrollment at the two 
campuses of Haramaya University is now 35,000. Sim-



ilarly, the number of academic staff members has now 
increased to 1500. Haramaya University boasts an 
alumni total of 80,000 students.
Once the epicenter of agricultural education, research, 
and outreach programs in Ethiopia, even with recent 
expansion of academic and research programs nation-
ally, it is still considered the leading knowledge center 
in agricultural sciences. Given its rich experience, en-
viable facilities and networks, and of course its strong 
faculty base with wide-ranging expertise, Haramaya 
University is called upon to fulfill growing demands 
and services, such as catering for regional postgrad-
uate needs by running MSc training programs in Ap-
plied and Agricultural Economics, Agro-meteorology 
and Natural Risk Management, Agricultural Information 
and Communication Management in several locations 
and regions.

Establishment of the Africa Center of Excellence 
in Climate Smart Agriculture and Biodiversity 
Conservation
The Africa Center of Excellence in Climate Smart Ag-
riculture and Biodiversity Conservation at Haramaya 
University is another sign of the continued growth and 
program enhancement at our university. Through this 
new program, we expect to further advance our educa-
tional and research programming in the fields of agri-
culture and biodiversity to greater heights. The Center 
is aimed at producing skilled human capital for Africa 
to tackle challenges posed by climate change through 



quality post-graduate training and research in partner-
ship with universities across the Eastern and Southern 
Africa regions as well as with other higher learning in-
stitutions in the World. 
The Center became operational in January 2017, and 
will run three research-based graduate programs.

Training and Research at the Center
Training will be provided through carefully designed 
curricula with both coursework and interdisciplinary 
research supervision provided by faculty from Ha-
ramaya University, as well as from other universities 
in the Eastern and Southern African region and other 
parts of the world. The Master’s and PhD dissertation 
research will be guided to focus on generating climate 
smart agricultural technologies, intensifying agricul-
ture, promoting and enhancing practices of climate 
smart agriculture, and exploring and enhancing biodi-
versity for sustainable conservation and utilization. Re-
search topics will address regional priority areas (crop; 
livestock; soil and water; policy; institutions and inno-
vation; agricultural information and communication; 
natural risk management; biodiversity and ecosystem 
management; agricultural and applied economics). In 
addition, short term training programs will be provided 
to various stakeholders and partners, including tech-
nical staff, students, and faculties from regional, in-
ternational, and national partners aimed at enhancing 
the region’s capacity in climate smart agriculture and 
biodiversity conservation. 



Partners
Partners to be engaged in collaborative training and 
research programs of the Center include the following:

• Regional peer universities (Makerere University, 
Sokoine University of Agriculture, Lilongwe Univer-
sity of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Juba Uni-
versity, Gezeira University, Abomey Calavi Universi-
ty), national peer universities (Bule Hora University, 
Hawasa University, Jigjiga University, Jimma Uni-
versity, Maddawalabu University, Mekelle University, 
Oda Bultum University, Samara University).

• Advanced knowledge centers (Purdue University, 
Wageningen University and Research Center, Kan-
sas State University, Oklahoma State University, 
Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen Uni-
versity). 

• National research institutions (Ethiopian Institute of 
Agricultural Research, Oromia Agricultural Research 
Institute).

• International research institutions (International 
Center for Agricultural Research in Dry land Areas 
[ICARDA], International Livestock Research Institute 
[ILRI], International Water Management Institute 
[IWMI], IFPRI, CIMMYT, Regional Universities Forum 
for Capacity Building in Agriculture [RUFORUM], As-
sociation for Strengthening Agricultural Research in 
Eastern and Central Africa [ASARECA]), and national 
and international private sectors.



Admission Requirements for PhD Program in 
Climate Smart Agriculture and Biodiversity Con-
servation
Eligible candidates mainly from African countries 
are invited to apply for studying in the above-men-
tioned PhD and MSc programs starting from this date 
of announcement up to 30 April 2017. The medium 
of instruction for all three programs will be English. 
Candidates from countries in the region may apply. De-
liberate effort and consideration will be made towards 
correcting the apparent gender imbalance that exists 
in professional development at higher educational in-
stitutions in the region, and particularly in the agricul-
tural sciences.
1. For male applicants, a cumulative grade point aver-

age (GPA) of 3.25 or equivalent at the Master’s level 
and 3.00 or equivalent at the Bachelor’s level. For 
female applicants, a cumulative grade point aver-
age (GPA) of 3.00 or equivalent at the Master’s level 
and 2.75 or equivalent at the Bachelor’s level. 

2. Applicants must have an MSc degree in fields relat-
ed to agriculture (plant sciences, animal sciences, 
agricultural economics, rural development and ag-
ricultural extension) and natural resource manage-
ment (natural resource economics, agro-forestry 
and forest management, rangeland management, 
biodiversity conservation and management, soil 
and water conservation, land resource manage-
ment and administration, climatology/agro-meteo-
rology, disaster/natural risk management, and oth-



er related disciplines).
3. Applicants must submit a research concept note rel-

evant to the PhD degree sought. The concept note 
should not exceed 2000 words. The concept note 
should clearly define the research problem, eluci-
date research done so far to address the problem, 
identify gaps, justify the research work to be done, 
formulate clear objectives, methods, and indicate 
expected outcomes, how the outcome will tackle 
problems related to climate change in priority area, 
with annotated references.

4. Applicants should also submit a copy of the ab-
stract of their Master’s thesis as well as copies of 
their scientific publications.

5. Maximum age at the time of application: 35 years. 
6. Applicants must pass an interview for admission 

into the programs (interviews will be conducted via 
Skype for students from countries other than Ethio-
pia and in person or via Skype for those in Ethiopia 
at convenience).

Admission Requirements for Master’s Programs
1. Applicants for MSc in Climate Smart Agriculture must 

hold a BSc or its equivalent in agricultural and en-
vironmental sciences and related fields; applicants 
from non-agricultural backgrounds may be required 
to take remedial/bridging courses to compensate 
for deficiencies as recommended by appropriate ac-
ademic units.



2. Applicants for MSc Biodiversity Conservation and 
Ecosystem Management (BCEM) must hold a BSc 
degree from a recognized university or college in 
biological and environmental sciences, agricultur-
al sciences, wildlife management and ecotourism, 
natural resources management, forestry, geography, 
and related fields.

3. Male applicants must have a minimum Bachelor’s 
Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 3.00 or its 
equivalent. Female applicants must have a minimum 
Bachelor’s Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 
2.75 or its equivalent.

4. Maximum age at the time of application: 30 years.
5. Applicants must pass an interview for admission into 

the programs of their choice (interviews will be con-
ducted via Skype for students from countries other 
than Ethiopia and in person for those in Ethiopia).

Duration of Study
A maximum duration of four years for completion of 
the PhD study (one year for course work and three 
years for research as well as submission and defense 
of a dissertation).

A maximum duration of two years for completion of the 
Master’s study (one year for course work and another 
one year for research as well as submission and de-
fense of a thesis).



Tuition Fees
Self-sponsored PhD students are required to pay a tu-
ition fee amounting to 800 USD per annum. Self-spon-
sored MSc students are required to pay a tuition fee 
amounting to 600 USD per annum.

Scholarship Modalities and Sponsorship
Scholarship opportunities are available on a compet-
itive basis for eligible male and female students from 
Eastern and Southern Africa Region (Kenya, Malawi, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Mozambique, Uganda, and 
Zambia) as well as for Ethiopian female students. Suc-
cessful male Ethiopian candidates will be granted fi-
nancial support to cover research expenses.

As the Center provides only limited scholarship oppor-
tunities, qualifying candidates who can fully or partial-
ly cover costs of their studies will be given preference 
for admission.

Applicants eligible for scholarships will receive grants 
which may include monthly stipends, tuition fees, 
medical services, book allowances, research funds, 
and accommodation.

Documents Required for Application
• A cover letter indicating for which program of study 

the application is being made and description of 
the motivation to join the program.



• A curriculum vitae (CV).
• Authenticated Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees and 

transcripts for PhD applicants, and Bachelor’s de-
grees and transcripts for Master’s applicants.

• Recommendation letters from at least two academ-
ic referees who are knowledgeable about the appli-
cant.

• Support letter from employer (if any).
• Copies of valid identification card and/or passport.
• Sponsorship letter from an organization (if any).
• Applicants from countries where English is not the 

medium of instruction must also prove that they 
are proficient users of the English language with 
written evidence from a relevant body or institution 
in their respective countries.

Where and When to Apply
Applications can be submitted to the following ad-
dresses up to 31 May 2017 for the first batch. Appli-
cations will be accepted also in the subsequent years.
Applicants must send scanned soft copies of their au-
thenticated degrees and transcripts, CVs, recommen-
dation letters, support letters from employees (if any), 
valid identification cards, sponsorship letters (if any), 
and any other requirements listed, in a PDF format as 
one document (i.e. not in separate files as separate 
documents). However, PhD research concept notes, 
copies of MSc thesis abstracts, and publications should 
be sent in a PDF format as separate documents. The 



documents should be sent to the following email ad-
dresses:
Haramaya University, Office of the registrar:
Mr. Muluken Hussen, 
Email: registrar@haramaya.edu.et
Or
Dr. Bobe Bedadi, Deputy Center Leader: 
Email:climatesabcharamayauniv@gmail.com
bobedadi2009@gmail.com

P.O. Box 138
Dire Dawa
Ethiopia
Tel: +251 255530319 
Fax: +251 255530325

Notification of Selection
Selected candidates will be notified by email.

Accommodation
The university will provide self-catering accommoda-
tion services to students on the main campus of the 
university, which hosts the ACE Center.

Registration and Commencement of Classes
Successful applicants are required to appear in person 
on the main campus of the university, for registration 
and commencement of classes in June 2017.



Contacts
For any inquiries and further clarifications, please con-
tact the following:

Haramaya University
Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs
P. O. Box 138
Dire Dawa
Ethiopia

Tel. +251 255530319/20
Fax: +251 255530325/052
Website: www.haramaya.edu.et

Professor Nigussie Dechassa (PhD), ACE Center Leader 
Email: nigussiedachassa@gmail.com

Dr. Bobe Bedadi (PhD), ACE Deputy Center Leader 
Email: bobedadi2009@gmail.com

Dr. Kibebew Kibret (PhD), Dean 
College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences 
Email: kibebewkibrett@gmail.com




